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The  cathedrals  of  Scotland  were,  with  the  exceptions  of  St.  Andrews  and 
Whithorn,  corporations  of  secular  canons  who,  being  free  of  the  vows 
taken  by  their  regular  counterparts,  were  entitled  to  hold  personal 
property. 


Of  the  two  exceptions,  Whithorn,  the  seat  of  the  bishop  of  Galloway, 
possessed  a chapter  of  Premonstratensian  canons,  while  that  of  St! 
Andrews  was  composed  of  Augustinians.  In  this  respect,  the  contrast 
between  England  and  Scotland  is  most  striking  since  many  of  the  cathedral 
foundations  in  medieval  England  were  monastic. 


The  tendency  towards  monastic  foundations  might  easily  have  repeated 
itself  in  Scotland  however,  as  both  Aberdeen  and  Inchaffray  almost 
became  the  sites  of  monastic  cathedrals.  A bull  of  Pope  Adrian  IV  to 
Edward,  bishop  of  Aberdeen  in  1157  gave  permission  to  institute  either 
monks  or  secular  canons  in  the  cathedral,  but  it  is  apparent  by  1256  that 
the  latter  course  had  been  followed.1  In  the  second  instance,  that  of 
Inchaffray,  the  circumstances  arose  over  the  decay  rather  than  the 
mshtution  of  a chapter,  it  appearing  in  1237  that  the  collegium  of  Dunblane 
had  disappeared  and  that  the  service  was  being  maintained  by  "a  certain 
rural  chaplain.’’*  In  that  year,  Pope  Gregory  IX  ordered  that  either 
provision  must  be  made  for  the  bishop  from  the  fourth  part  of  the  teinds 
of  all  the  parishes  of  the  diocese  of  Dunblane,  out  of  which  the  bishop  was 
to  assign  portions  for  the  dean  and  canons  about  to  be  instituted  or 
alternatively  the  bishop  was  to  be  assigned  the  fourth  part  of  the  teinds 
of  all  the  churches  of  the  diocese  held  by  laymen,  and  the  site  of  the  see 
ransferred  to  the  monastery  of  Inchaffray,  the  canons  of  which  were 
thenceforward  to  elect  future  bishops.’  The  former  course  was  followed 
however,  and  a secular  chapter  was  in  the  process  of  formation  by  the 
following  year  (1238). 4 y e 
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Whithorn  and  St.  Andrews,  alone  of  the  thirteen  sees  of  medieval 
Scotland,  therefore,  retained  the  distinction  of  possessing  a chapter 
composed  of  regular  clergy,  and  of  these,  St.  Andrews  appears  to  have  had 
to  face  an  attempt  in  the  mid-fifteenth  century  to  introduce  dignitaries 
drawn  from  the  ranks  of  the  secular  clergy.  At  least,  the  office  of  Chancellor 
appears  in  1452, 1 while  in  1454  it  is  recorded  as  a secular  dignity  in  the 
Augustinian  Church  of  St.  Andrew.2  The  attempt  was  shortlived,  however, 
and  the  erection  had  been  cancelled  before  June  14623 

The  ensuing  analysis  therefore  deals  with  the  constitution  and 
organisation  of  the  remaining  eleven  cathedral  churches.  It  is,  however, 
essential,  before  proceeding,  to  define  in  general  terms  what  constituted 
a cathedral  chapter.  The  chapter  consisted  of  a body  of  ecclesiastics, 
known  as  canons,  who  formed  together  a corporation  which  held  in  a 
common  fund,  property  and  other  endowments,  the  profits  of  which  were 
shared  amongst  the  members  of  the  chapter.  These  canons  had  also 
assigned  to  them,  in  almost  all  instances,  an  individual  allowance  known 
as  a prebend,  the  revenues  of  which  were  frequently,  although  not  in- 
variably, derived  from  a parish  church  or  churches.  The  number  of 
prebends  does  not,  however,  necessarily  tally  with  the  number  of  canons 
as  supernumerary  canons  do  appear  from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  this  factor 
which  appears  to  explain  frequent  petitions  for  a canonry  with  expectation 
of  a prebend.4  Temporary  prebends  were  occasionally  erected  to  meet  such 
circumstances,  and  the  erection  of  prebends  "ad  vitam”  requires  close 
examination.  It  is  not  certain  whether  holders  of  such  prebends  partici- 
pated in  the  common  fund  or  not,  but  certainly  persons  who  held  canonries 
of  an  honorary  nature,5  or  canons  who  did  not  hold  prebends,  were  excluded 
from  participating  in  the  common  fund  and  the  election  of  a bishop.6 

This  body  of  canons,  so  constituted,  was  known  as  the  chapter  of  the 
cathedral.  Its  four  principal  members  were  those  known  as  the  dignitaries, 
or  principales  personae,  these  being  the  dean  who  was  the  administrative 
head,  the  chanter  who  regulated  the  music,  the  chancellor  who  dealt  with 
the  charters  and  documents,  and  the  treasurer  who  was  custodian  of  the 
finances  and  ornaments  of  the  church.7  These  officials  are  common  to  all 

1 C.P.R. — Letters,  x,  599. 

• Ibid..,  x,  164. 

8 Ibid.,  xi,  447. 

* C.P.R. —Petitions,  i,  379.  539.  556. 

8 Registrant  Episcopatus  Glasguensis  ( R.E.G. ),  Nos.  356,  458. 

6 Registrant  Episcopatus  Moraviensis  (R.E.M.)  269;  Sext.  Decret.  lii,  1.  tit.  vi,  c.  32. 

7 Dowden,  Medieval  Church  in  Scotland,  61-2. 
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Scottish  secular  cathedrals  with  the  exception  of  Sodor,  in  which  they  are 
not  found,  while  at  Kirkwall  the  head  of  the  chapter  was  known,  not  as 
dean,  but  as  the  provost.1 

Due  to  the  multifarious  duties  performed  by  these  officials  it  was 
necessary  in  most  cathedrals  to  have  substitutes  for  the  various 
dignitaries,  that  of  the  dean  being  known  as  the  sub-dean,  the  chanter’s  as 
sub-chanter,  and  the  treasurer’s  as  sacrist.  None  of  these  lesser 
dignitaries  have  been  found  in  Caithness,  Sodor  or  Lismore,  while  sub- 
deans alone  are  recorded  at  Dunblane.  Aberdeen,  Brechin,  Dunkeld  and 
Ross  possess  both  sub-deans  and  sub-chanters,  while  at  Glasgow,  Moray 
and  Orkney  all  three  minor  dignitaries  are  found.2 

The  position  of  the  sacrist  is  the  most  obscure  of  these  three  lesser 
dignitaries.  In  Glasgow  the  sacristanship  was  annexed  to  the  prebend  of 
Erskine  from  1358  till  at  least  1458,  but  does  not  occur  in  record  thereafter 
although  the  prebend  remains  in  existence.3  Similarly  in  the  cathedral  of 
Elgin,  the  sacristanship  appears  as  annexed  to  the  prebend  of  Kinnoir  and 
Dunbennan  in  1469,  but  does  not  occur  again.4  In  Orkney,  however, 
provision  was  made  for  the  office  in  Bishop  Reid’s  reconstitution  of  the 
chapter  in  1544,  the  prebendary  of  the  Cross  Kirk  of  Sanday  becoming 
sacristan  and  continuing  as  such  thereafter.5 

In  most  cathedrals,  sub-deans  appear  at  an  early  date,  and  although 
the  office  does  not  appear  at  Aberdeen  until  1363, 6 at  Dunblane  until 
mid-fifteenth  century7  and  at  Kirkwall  until  its  reconstitution  in  1544, 8 
this  is  possibly  due  to  defective  evidence  and  most  appear  to  have  been 
established  before  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  sub-chantership  appears  in  most  cases  to  have  been  a later  innovation. 
It  does  appear,  however,  in  Dunkeld  in  1238,9  Moray  in  1225/610  and  Ross 

1 Register  of  the  Great  Seal  ( R.M.S .)  iii,  No.  3x02. 

Q Fasti  Ecclesiae  Scoticanae  Medii  Aevi  (ed  D.  E.  R.  Watt).  The  author  is  greatly 
indebted  to  this  work  for  information  on  the  appearance  of  both  greater  and 
lesser  dignitaries. 

* C.P.R. — Petitions,  i,  324;  Scottish  Benefices,  238;  Registrum  Episcopatus 

Glasguensis,  (R.E.G.),  No.  542. 

* C.P.R. — Letters,  xii,  336. 

* Records  of  Earldom  of  Orkney  ( R.E.O. ),  366-7;  Peterkin,  Rentals—  Bishopric 

Docs.,  90 

« R.E.A.,  i,  93. 

7 Reg.  of  Supplications,  626,  fo.  144  (notes  to  this  and  other  MSS.  supplications 

supplied  by  Dr.  A.  I.  Dunlop). 

8 R.M.S. , iii,  No.  3x02. 

* Inchaffray,  No.  biv. 

10  R.E.M.,  No.  28. 
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in  1256, 1 but  at  Glasgow  the  office  was  only  erected  between  1455  and 
1460, 2 while  at  Aberdeen  it  does  not  appear  until  1534,3  the  prebend  of  the 
sub-chanter  appearing  at  the  Reformation  as  Aberdeen-Spittal,  the  parish 
of  which  was  only  erected  in  1427. 4 

It  is  the  appearance  of  this  prebend  in  1534  which  leads  to  a modification 
in  the  accepted  view  of  the  growth  of  Aberdeen  cathedral  chapter.  This 
can  be  traced  from  thirteen  prebends  recorded  in  12565  to  twenty-eight 
prebends  plus  that  of  the  bishop  by  1425, 6 and  with  the  addition  of  that  of 
Spittal  as  the  sub-chanter’s  prebend,  the  total  number  of  prebends  at  the 
Reformation  would  now  appear  to  be  thirty. 

As  far  as  the  other  diocesan  clergy  are  concerned,  bishops  might  or 
might  not  be  members  of  their  cathedral  chapters,  while  likewise  the 
archdeacon  had  no  prescriptive  right  to  a place  in  the  chapter.  In  practice, 
however,  the  archdeacon  of  Shetland  appears  to  have  been  the  only 
exclusion  where  a chapter  was  in  existence,  and  even  this  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  a feature  of  the  pre-1544  constitution.7  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  although  the  presence  of  the  archdeacon  in  the  cathedral 
chapters  became  normal  practice,  they  had  not  originally  a seat  in  the 
chapter,  and  if  they  did,  lacked  a permanent  prebend  annexed  to  their 
office.  Thus,  the  archdeacon  of  Glasgow  only  obtained  Peebles  as  his 
permanent  prebend  in  1256, 8 that  of  Dunkeld  obtained  Lagganallochie 
between  1312  and  1337, 9 while  that  of  Dunblane  only  obtained  Findogask 
between  1266  and  1358, 10  and  that  of  Ross  his  prebend  between  1236  and 
1238. 11  Evidence  seems  to  point,  therefore,  to  bishops  finding  seats  for 
their  archdeacons  in  their  cathedral  chapters  during  the  course  of  the 
thirteenth  century. 

The  position  of  the  bishop  in  relation  to  his  cathedral  chapter  varied 
from  diocese  to  diocese.  The  bishops  of  Aberdeen,  Brechin,  Caithness, 
Moray,  Orkney  and  Ross  were  all  canons  within  their  own  cathedrals,  but 
those  of  Dunblane,  Dunkeld  and  Glasgow  were  definitely  not,  while 

1 Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  clxxxii. 

a C.P.R. — Letters,  xii,  800;  Ibid.,  xiii,  628. 

3 Exchequer  Rolls,  xvl,  370. 

4 R.E.A.,  i,  226-7;  Book  of  Assumptions,  fo.  379 1 

• R.E.A.,  ii,  39-40. 

• Ibid.,  ii.  251-3. 

T Reg.  of  Supplications,  249,  fo.  31;  cf.  R.M.S.,  iii,  No.  3102. 

B R.E.G.,  No.  204. 

• Myln,  Vitae,  13. 

10  Inchaffray,  No.  cxxxii,  App.  No.  iv. 

11  Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  xcvii. 
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Lismore  remains  uncertain.1  At  Glasgow,  the  bishop  made  a determined 
effort  in  1487  to  obtain  a seat  in  his  chapter,  and  in  that  year  petitioned 
the  Pope  that  if  he,  and  the  bishop  of  Glasgow  for  the  time  being,  were  a 
canon  of  that  church  and  held  the  prebend  of  Barlanark,  which  had  been 
founded  out  of  lands  formerly  pertaining  to  the  episcopal  mensa,  the 
canons  would  benefit  by  the  presence  of  the  bishop  at  capitular  acts.2  In 
order,  however,  that  they  would  not  suffer  diminution  of  their  number  by 
the  creation  of  an  episcopal  prebend,  the  bishop  offered  to  erect  his  mensal 
church  of  Druniz(e)dele  into  a prebend  for  the  support  of  the  canonry  at 
that  time  dependant  upon  the  revenues  of  Barlanark.3  The  benefits 
foreseen  by  the  bishop  were  evidently  not  so  obvious  to  the  chapter, 
however,  and  the  bishop  was  forced  to  give  up  his  attempt  and  to  resign 
all  his  rights  in  the  prebend.4 

Such  are  the  more  general  points  in  relation  to  the  constitution  of 
Scottish  secular  chapters,  and  it  is  now  possible  to  proceed  to  a more 
detailed  and  individual  examination  of  the  eleven  secular  chapters,  of 
which  one,  Aberdeen,  has  already  been  studied. 

Of  the  remainder,  one,  the  diocese  of  Sodor,  or  the  Isles,  had,  as  far  as 
can  be  seen,  no  cathedral  organisation  for  the  greater  part  of  its  existence, 
and  cannot  be  accounted  as  part  of  the  general  survey.  Nevertheless,  it 
cannot  be  completely  ignored  as  it  is  not  entirely  true  to  say  that  no 
indication  of  a chapter  exists.  This  is  certainly  true  after  1498/9  when  the 
abbey  of  Iona  became  the  cathedral  church  of  the  Scottish  diocese  of  the 
Isles  until  the  bishop’s  ‘ principale  Kirk  in  the  lie  of  Man  be  recoverit 
fra  Inglismen.”5  It  must  be  stressed,  however,  that  there  is  no  evidence 
to  prove  that  the  monks  of  Iona  ever  formed  the  chapter.  There  is  evidence, 
however,  to  show  that  a determined  effort  was  made  in  1433  to  establish 
a secular  chapter  for  the  bishopric  of  the  Isles.  In  that  year  Angus,  bishop 
of  the  Isles,  petitioned  that  the  Pope  would  grant  him  license  of  trans- 
ferring his  Cathedral  Church  of  Suusperdy  ...  to  some  honest  place 
within  the  diocese  and  of  creating  in  the  said  church,  twelve  canons  and  as 
many  prebends.6  This  attempt  was  apparently  part  of  the  scheme  to 
regularise  the  position  of  Sodor  and  Man,  as  it  is  about  this  period  that 
separate  bishops  are  being  appointed  to  the  diocese  of  Man  under  York, 

1 Dowden,  Medieval  Church  in  Scotland,  80-2;  R.M.S.,  iii,  No.  3102. 

• C.P.R. — Letters,  xiv,  172-4. 

8 C.P.R. — Letters,  xiv,  172-4.  Drunizedele  remains  unidentified  but  the  only 
mensal  church  with  which  it  can  be  possibly  identified  is  that  of  Drymen. 

4 R.E.G.,  No.  450. 

• Register  of  the  Secret  Seal  (R.S.S.),  i,  No.  184. 

• Reg.  of  Supplications,  289,  fo.  253. 
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and  to  the  Scottish  see  of  Sodor.1 * *  The  attempt  to  found  a chapter  was 
apparently  unsuccessful,  although  evidently  not  immediately  so,  as  the 
church  of  Strath  appears  as  a prebend  in  1450, 2 and  Kingarth  is  recorded 
as  such  in  1463. 3 Thereafter,  both  revert  to  their  original  status4  and  as 
no  further  prebends  have  been  found,  the  attempt  must  be  deemed  to 
have  failed. 

The  case  of  the  Isles  is  one  of  exceptional  difficulty,  but  even  in  the 
remaining  cases,  in  which  we  at  least  know  of  the  existence  of  a chapter, 
the  details  of  their  organisation  and  the  number  of  prebends  which  they 
contained  is  frequently  in  doubt.  The  chief  problem  arises  from  the  fact 
that  in  only  three  instances,  Dornoch  (?I224  x 44/5),  Elgin  (1208  x 15) 
and  Kirkwall  (1544),  do  we  have  documents  which  might  be  termed 
constitutions.5  Even  the  possession  of  such  documents  does  not  mean  that 
a full  or  necessarily  the  earliest  picture  of  cathedral  organisation  is  avail- 
able. At  Elgin,  the  dean  is  already  evident  between  1187  and  1203, 6 * 
while  the  extant  constitution  of  Orkney  is  a re-constitution  of  a much 
earlier  chapter.  Even  this  re-constitution  poses  problems  of  great 
magnitude,  as  it  did  not  in  fact  become  fully  operative  until  after  the 
Reformation,  this  in  itself  underlining  the  dangers  of  accepting  such 
documents  at  their  face  value. 

In  this  particular  instance  the  main  difficulty  appears  to  have  sprung 
from  the  fact  that  although  the  parsonage  of  Mary  Kirk  of  Sanday  was 
annexed  to  the  chancellor’s  prebend  by  Bishop  Reid’s  re-constitution  of 
1 544, 7 another  priest  John  Maxwell,  retained  the  benefice  as  a simple 
prebend.8  It  had  been  such  under  the  original  constitution  and  continued 
to  be  so,  certainly  as  late  as  1553  and  possibly  until  after  the  Reformation.9 
As  a result,  the  chancellor,  Alexander  Scott,  was  unable  to  gain  possession 
of  his  prebend  and  therefore  retained  the  revenues  of  his  own  original 
prebend  of  the  Cross  Kirk  of  Westray  which,  if  Reid’s  constitution  had 
become  fully  effective,  should  have  fallen  to  the  common  fund  of  the 

1 Dowden,  Scottish  Bishops,  289 

» Reg.  of  Supplications,  444,  fo.  154. 

• C.P.R. — Letters,  xi,  498. 

4 R.S.S.,  i,  Nos.  1 1 15,  1789. 

• Bannatyne  Club  Misc.,  iii,  17-21;  R.E.M.,  No.  46;  R.M.S.,  iii.  No.  3102. 

• R.E.M.,  Nos.  43-4. 

T R.M.S.,  iii.  No.  3102. 

• R.E.O.,  340. 

• Ibid.,  243,  253;  P.S.S.A.,  Vot.  xvi,  195;  Thirds  of  Benefices,  i.  42. 
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chapter.1  Indeed,  even  after  the  revenues  of  Mary  Kirk,  Sanday  fell  to  the 
chancellors  of  Orkney,2  the  revenues  of  the  Cross  Kirk  were  retained  by 
the  chancellors  and  others  until  the  situation  was  righted  and  Reid's 
constitution  finally  effected  c.  1588/9.8 

If  in  the  remaining  instances,  we  do  not  possess  constitutions  for 
guidance,  we  can  in  other  cases  obtain  information  about  the  state  of  the 
chapter  at  definite  times  from  various  sources. 


At  Fortrose,  the  dignitaries  and  their  prebends  are  listed  in  a papal 
bull  of  1255/6, 4 while  an  earlier  document  of  1235  indicates  that  at  that 
period  there  were  only  four  canonries  and  the  prebends  were  so  small  that 
the  canons  could  not  reside.5  Once  again,  however,  the  evidence  must  be 
questioned,  as  already  in  1226/7,  the  dean,  treasurer;  the  bishop  and  arch- 
deacon both  as  canons,  and  four  other  canons  witness  an  agreement 
between  the  bishops  of  Moray  and  Ross,6  while  the  chancellor  had  appeared 
even  earlier  at  a date  between  1211  and  1224. 7 From  the  evidence  avail- 
able, it  would  appear  that  the  chapter  of  Ross  was  in  a state  of  flux 
during  the  first  half  of  the  thirteenth  century,  and  that  the  firm  establish- 
ment of  prebends  only  became  a reality  in  1255/6. 


This  contention  is  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  whereas  the  archdeacon 
of  R°ss  had  the  fruits  of  the  four  churches  of  Fodderty,  Eddyrdor 
(Kflleaman)  Lumlair  and  Logie  Wester  in  1236  x 8, 8 this  lavish  endowment 
had  been  reduced  to  the  churches  of  Fodderty  and  Eddyrdor  by  1255/6.9 

In  this  later  constitution,  provision  is  made  for  all  the  dignitaries,  with 
the  exception  of  the  chancellor,  by  the  way  of  individual  prebendal 
c urches  the  exception,  m fact,  receiving  at  some  later  date  the  churches 
0 Kmnettes  and  Suddy,  which  had  been  granted  originally  to  the  chanter, 
who  received  as  compensation  the  church  of  Kilmorack.16  A matter  of 
greater  interest  lies,  however,  in  the  fact  that  the  teinds  of  Cromartie  and 
Kosemarkie  are  quartered  between  the  dignitaries,11  and  as  this  division 


10 

11 


had  been  Mar^Kirk  wWh’’  ’ ,312°-  (The  benefice  enjoyed  by  Maxwell 

a t fary  K,rk  which  was  legally  part  of  the  Chancellory.) 

In  1566  ( R.S.S. , v,  No.  3120). 

• *S.S.,  lviii,  fos.  129V,  i65v;  R.M.S.,  v,  No.  2076. 

Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  clxxxii. 

8 Ibid.,  No.  Ixxx. 

8 R.E.M  , No.  65. 

T Ibid->  App.  to  Preface,  Charter  in. 

8 Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  xcvii 

* Ibid.,  No.  clxxxii. 

CZ6S  {l8l4);  X>637:  See  Appendix — Fortrose. 

Ihemer,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  clxxxii. 
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occurs  also  at  Dornoch1  and  Lismore,2  where  in  each  instance  the  teinds 
of  the  parish  in  which  the  cathedral  lay  are  apportioned  between  the 
dignitaries,  it  may  be  that  this  was  the  normal  method  by  which  provision 
was  made  for  the  support  of  cathedral  dignitaries  before  the  allocation  of 
regular  prebends  and  the  issue  of  a definitive  constitution. 

In  other  cases,  although  a constitution  is  not  available,  the  information 
which  is  available  can  be  on  occasions  more  revealing  than  extant  con- 
stitutions. Glasgow  is  certainly  the  earliest  case  where  such  evidence  is  to 
be  found,  which  in  this  instance  antedates  any  of  the  formal  cathedral 
constitutions  or  any  other  notice  of  cathedral  organisation. 

At  Glasgow,  while  the  first  formal  erection  of  a prebend  to  be  recorded 
is  the  erection  of  Govan  by  Herbert,  bishop  of  Glasgow  (1147-64), 3 it  is 
obvious  from  other  sources  that  Bishop  Herbert  was  only  supplementing 
the  work  of  his  predecessor,  John,  bishop  of  Glasgow  (1118-47).  This 
becomes  abundantly  clear  in  a confirmation  by  Pope  Alexander  III  on 
25th  March,  1 172/3,  of  the  possessions  of  the  dean  and  canons  of 
Glasgow.4  This  includes  the  confirmation  of  certain  prebends  and  does, 
therefore,  give  the  earliest  recorded  cathedral  constitution  in  Scotland. 
The  prebends  so  confirmed  are:  (1)  the  parish  of  Glasgow  with  teinds,  as 
held  in  the  time  of  Bishop  John,  with  a carrucate  of  land  next  to  Renfrew 
which  Bishop  Herbert  had  added  as  an  augmentation  to  that  prebend. 
(2)  Church  of  Govan  with  the  whole  of  Perdehic,  which  as  we  have  seen, 
was  erected  by  Bishop  Herbert.  (3)  Church  of  Renfrew  with  teinds,  as 
held  in  time  of  David  I,  and  which  from  another  source  can  be  ascertained 
to  have  been  erected  by  Bishop  John.5  (4)  One  carucate  of  land  in  Glasgow 
with  church  of  Cadiho  (Hamilton),  as  held  in  time  of  King  David  (x  1153). 
(5)  Barlanark  with  Budlornac  which  Bishop  Herbert  added  to  the  said 
prebend.  (6)  The  prebend  which  the  said  bishop  (i.e..  Bishop  Herbert) 
instituted  of  one  carrucate  of  land  in  Glasgow  and  a seventh  part  of  the 
benefices  pertaining  in  common  which  had  been  divided  previously 
between  six  canons.  (7)  The  prebend  which  bishop  John  instituted  from 
certain  revenues  including  the  teind  of  the  eighth  penny  of  the  pleas  of 
the  crown.6 

It  can  be  ascertained  from  this  confirmation  and  complementary 
sources  that  at  least  five  prebends  of  Glasgow  cathedral  were  erected 

1 Bannatyne  Misc.,  iii,  17-21. 

* Origines  Parochiales,  ii,  r,  159,  165-6,  170. 

3 R.E.G.,  No.  7. 

4 Ibid.,  No.  28. 

8 R.E.G.,  No.  66. 

« Ibid.,  No.  28. 
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during  the  episcopate  of  Bishop  John,  and  it  would  further  appear  that 
this  was  in  all  probability  effected  between  the  dedication  of  the  cathedral 
in  1136  and  his  death  in  1147.'  If,  moreover,  the  erection  of  the  prebend 
of  Govan  by  Bishop  Herbert,  antedated  his  erection  of  the  prebend 
maintained  from  a carrucate  of  land  in  Glasgow  coupled  with  a seventh 
part  of  the  common  fund,  previously  shared  by  the  other  six  canons,  the 
constitution  of  Glasgow  cathedral  at  this  early  date  slips  neatly  into 
position. 

Yet  another  prebend,  Camwath,  was  added  between  1185  and  1187  by 
Bishop  Joceline,1 2 * 4  and  the  possibility  that  eight  represented  the  total 
number  of  prebends  at  this  date  is  strengthened  by  the  appearance  of  a 
dean,  archdeacon  and  six  canons  between  1188  and  1198, 3 and  again 
c.  1 1 95, 4 the  archdeacon,  although  not  in  possession  of  a permanent 
prebend,  possibly  holding  one  of  the  simple  prebends.  It  appears,  therefore, 
that  the  constitution  of  the  cathedral  of  Glasgow  as  it  stood  at  the  end  of 
the  twelfth  century  has  been  ascertained  with  a reasonable  amount  of 
certainty. 

The  erection  of  the  dignitaries  is  much  less  certain,  however.  The 
dean  first  appears  c.  11425  and  evidently  held  the  prebend  of  Hamilton 
from  an  early  date,6 7  while  the  first  recorded  treasurer,  John  de  Roxburgh, 
died  in  1196, 7 and  may  be  identifiable  with  the  Master  John  who  appears 
as  a canon  about  this  period.8  Other  dignitaries  do  not  appear  until  the 
thirteenth  century,9  but  they  may  of  course  appear  in  record,  as  appears 
likely  in  the  case  of  John  de  Roxburgh,  as  undesignated  canons. 

Further  expansion  obviously  followed  in  the  thirteenth  century,  these 
developments  possibly  following  upon  the  adoption,  with  modifications, 
of  the  constitution  of  Salisbury  cathedral  as  the  model  for  that  of  Glasgow.10 
Campsie  appears  as  the  prebend  of  the  chancellor  before  I266,11  while  in 
1256,  Peebles  had  been  assigned  as  the  permanent  prebend  of  the  arch- 


1 Chron.  Holyrood,  119;  Dowden,  Scottish  Bishops,  296. 

• R.E.G.,  No.  53. 

* Metros,  No.  43. 

4 Ibid.,  No.  121. 

8 Neubotle,  No.  3. 

• R.E.G.,  No.  28;  cf.  Metros,  No.  121. 

7 Chron.  of  Melrose,  102. 

8 Metros,  Nos.  43,  121. 

* R.E.G.,  Nos.  ii 6,  139,  212;  Passelet,  211-2. 

10  Ibid.,  Nos.  207,  208,  211,  213. 

11  R.E.G.,  Nos.  101-3;  Calchou,  No.  229. 
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deacon.1  In  that  same  year  the  sub-dean  first  appears,2  while  the  other 
dignitaries  are  by  then  established. 

By  1325  sixteen  prebends,  including  those  of  the  dignitaries,  are 
recorded,3  while  by  1401  the  number  had  risen  to  twenty-three.4  The 
erection  of  the  hospital  of  Polmadie  and  its  appropriated  church  of 
Strathblane  on  12th  January.  1427/8, 5 which  was  followed  by  the  creation 
of  six  new  prebends  c.  14306  brought  the  number  of  prebends  to  thirty. 
Three  prebends,  those  of  Sanquhar,  Cumnock  and  Douglas,  remained  to 
be  erected,  this  apparently  being  effected  about  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth 
century.7  The  extinction  of  Polmadie  on  the  erection  of  the  Collegiate 
Church  of  Dumbarton8  brought  the  number  back  to  thirty-two,  however, 
and  that  this  was  the  state  of  the  chapter  can  be  verified  by  a study  of  the 
taxation  rolls  of  the  diocese,  which  although  recorded  as  the  Rolls  of 
Bagimond,  are  in  fact  late  fifteenth  century  editions  of  his  valuation.9 

Difficulties  do  arise  in  the  sixteenth  century,  however,  as  thirty-three 
prebends  are  fisted  in  an  episcopal  visitation  of  1501/2,10  and  this  has 
generally  been  held  as  the  true  state  of  the  chapter.  However,  a close 
examination  of  this  document  shows  the  additional  prebend  to  be  that  of 
Marnes,  which  if  identifiable  with  the  church  of  Meams  raises  many  pro- 
blems since  that  church  had  been  annexed  to  Paisley  from  the  end  of  the 
twelfth  century  and  remained  so  at  the  Reformation.11  No  further  mention 
of  such  a prebend  occurs  again,  and  while  in  a post  Reformation  fist  the 
number  of  prebends  remains  at  thirty-three,  the  intruder  now  appears  as 
the  parsonage  of  Bothemok.12  This,  in  one  respect,  appears  much  more 
likely,  as  Bothemok  or  Baldemock  was  an  independent  parsonage,  but 
once  again  neither  before,  nor  after  this  date — 1571 — does  it  appear  as  a 
prebend.  Both  erections  must,  almost  certainly,  be  prebends  ‘ 'ad  vitam’  ’ 
— prebends  created  only  for  the  lifetime  of  the  incumbent,  and  the  final 
state  of  the  chapter  of  Glasgow  cathedral  would  appear  to  be  four 

1 R.E.G.,  No.  204. 

* Ibid.,  No.  2x2. 

3 Ibid.,  No.  273. 

4 Ibid.,  No.  320. 

* Ibid.,  No.  338. 

* Ibid.,  Nos.  335-6,  340. 

T Ibid.,  No.  342,  cf.  No.  320;  Munimenta  Alme  Univ.  Glasg.,  i,  61. 

8 C.P.R. — Letters,  x,  623-4. 

* R.E.G.,  lxiii-lv,  ixxii-iii. 

10  Ibid.,  No.  542. 

11  Passelet,  100-101;  Assumptions,  cited  Origines  Parochiales,  i,  97*  RMS.,  v, 

No.  2070. 

11  Booke  of  the  Universall  Kirk,  224 
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dignitaries,  two  archdeacons  and  twenty-six  canons,  this  giving  thirty-two 
prebends  in  all. 

In  no  other  case  can  the  constitution  of  a cathedral  chapter  be  traced 
so  accurately  at  such  an  early  date.  At  Aberdeen,  the  constitution  of  the 
chapter  can  be  traced  with  reasonable  accuracy  from  1256  onwards,1 
although  as  already  indicated  the  sketch  which  does  so  is  incomplete. 
It  is  difficult,  however,  to  assess  the  date  at  which  the  chapter  first 
appeared  after  the  bull  of  1157  which  gave  authority  to  the  bishop  to 
institute  his  cathedral  chapter.2  The  sixteenth  century  account  of  the 
foundation  of  the  various  prebends  credits  Bishop  Edward  (1150-1171) 
with  the  work,  but  relates  that  no  information  is  available  as  to  the  number 
and  dignity  of  the  canons  so  instituted.3  One  thing  is  certain,  and  that 
is  that  the  original  erection  preceded  1256,  as  the  dean  appears  before 
1199,  the  treasurer  between  1228  and  1239,  and  the  chanter  and  chancellor 
in  1 240. 4 

At  Brechin,  a similar  situation  arises,  as  here  the  first  formal  definition 
of  the  state  of  the  chapter  is  not  until  1372, 5 while  an  additional  drawback 
is  that  no  indication  is  given  of  what  constituted  the  prebends  of  the 
dignitaries.  This  information  can  fortunately  be  eked  out  by  reference  to 
Bagimond’s  Roll  of  1274.  A close  study  of  that  valuation  yields  information 
as  to  the  prebends  of  the  chanter,  chancellor  and  treasurer,6  although  in 
the  case  of  the  latter  this  does  not  appear  to  have  been  permanent  as  the 
church  of  Glenbervie,  which  appears  as  the  treasurer's  prebend  in  1274, 7 
is  re-erected  as  a simple  prebend  in  14228  and  remains  as  such  at  the 
Reformation,  no  indication  as  yet  having  been  found  of  what  then  con- 
stituted the  treasurer’s  prebend. 

Once  again,  however,  the  dignitaries  appear  before  any  formal  notice 
of  chapter  constitution  is  available.  The  dean  appears  c.  1180, 9 the 
treasurer  in  1218  x 22, 10  and  the  chanter  in  1246, 11  while  if  the  prebend  of 
Kyrimur,  which  appears  as  a prebend  of  Brechin  in  Bagimond’s  Roll  can 

1 R.E.A.,  ii,  39-40,  251-3. 

5 Ibid.,  i,  6. 

* Ibid.,  ii,  251. 

4 R.E.A.,  i,  15;  Aberbrothoc,  i,  Nos.  197,  200. 

8 Registrum  Episcopates  Brechinensis  ( R.E.B. ),  No.  15. 

* S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  52. 

T Ibid.,  vi,  52. 

8 Scottish  Supplications  to  Rome,  i,  305. 

* Aberbrothoc,  i.  No.  193. 

10  R.E.B.,  No.  ccxxiv. 

11  C.P.R. — Letters,  i,  227. 
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be  identified  with  the  later  prebend  of  Kilmoir,1  it  becomes  increasingly 
obvious  that  the  position  recorded  in  1372  had  been  at  least  partly  achieved 
a century  before  that  date. 

The  canonries  recorded  in  1372  were  eleven  in  number,2  and  to  these 
were  added  Lethnot  in  I384/5,3  Glenbervie  in  1422, 4 the  parsonage  of 
Brechin  as  the  prebend  of  the  bishop  of  Brechin  before  14355  and  Finhaven 
in  1474. 6 The  extinction  of  the  prebend  of  Guthrie  in  1479  on  the  erection 
of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Guthrie7  reduced  the  numbers,  however,  but 
the  total  at  the  Reformation  evidently  stood  at  fourteen  prebends. 

The  remaining  cathedrals  present  somewhat  greater  difficulties  when 
any  attempt  is  made  to  determine  their  composition.  No  notices 
whatsoever  are  available  to  help  determine  the  constitution  at  Lismore  or 
that  of  Kirkwall  before  1544,  while  at  Dunblane  and  Dunkeld  the  infor- 
mation available  is  in  the  first  instance  of  the  seventeenth  century,  and  in 
the  latter  case  of  the  Reformation  period. 

In  the  case  of  Dunkeld,  however,  an  additional  source  of  information 
is  fortunately  available  in  Myln’s,  Lives  of  the  Bishops  of  Dunkeld. 
Doubts  have  frequently  been  expressed  about  the  validity  of  Myln’s 
evidence,  but  it  would  appear  from  a comparison  with  contemporary 
documents  that  his  evidence  is  to  be  trusted. 

According  to  Myln,  Bishop  Geoffrey  (1236-49)  re-constituted  the 
cathedral  chapter  after  the  pattern  of  Sarum,  erected  the  dean’s  prebend 
from  the  churches  of  Inchaiden  and  Cluny,  supplemented  the  canons’ 
endowments  and  added  the  church  of  Crieff  as  an  additional  prebend.8 
Two  lines  of  research  emerge  from  this  assertion.  In  the  first  instance  can 
Myln  be  shown  to  be  correct  as  to  the  work  of  Bishop  Geoffrey,  and  secondly 
is  there  any  proof  for  the  existence  of  a chapter  before  this  episcopate?  On 
both  counts,  Myln  would  appear  to  be  vindicated,  as  by  1274  it  can  be 
conclusively  proved  that  Cluny  and  Inchaiden  formed  the  dean’s  prebend, 
while  Crieff  formed  a simple  prebend.9  On  the  second  score,  the  evidence 

1 S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  69;  cf.  R.E.B.,  No.  15. 

3 R.E.B.,  No.  15. 

* Ibid..,  Nos.  17,  47. 

4 Scottish  Supplications  to  Rome,  i,  305;  G.R.H.  Vat.  Trans-Petitions,  No.  24. 

* R.E.B.,  No.  xxiv. 

* Ibid.,  No.  94. 

7 C.P.R. — Letters,  xiii,  137-9. 

8 Myln,  Vitae,  10. 

9 S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  49,  73- 
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is  not  so  straightforward,  as  Myln  himself  provides  some  of  the  vital 
information  by  his  assertion  that  the  church  of  Rattray  was  assigned  as  the 
prebend  of  the  sub-chanter  of  Dunkeld  by  Bishop  Gregory  (1147-69). 1 
Rattray  certainly  appears  as  a prebend  in  1274, 2 and  the  prebend  at  a 
later  date  is  that  of  the  sub-chanter’s,3  but  whether  the  early  date  alloted 
to  the  erection  can  be  accepted  is  doubtful,  although  on  the  credit  side 
Malcolm,  sub-chanter  of  Dunkeld,  appears  on  record  in  1238. 4 Further- 
more, the  dean  and  chanter  are  in  existence  c.  12295  and  the  treasurer  by 
1238, 6 although  a chancellor  does  not  appear  until  1274.7 

It  therefore  appears  likely  that  Myln  is  correct  and  an  early  cathedral 
constitution  had  been  in  existence  before  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth 
century,  although  it  was  only  with  the  episcopate  of  Bishop  Geoffrey 
(1236-49)  that  a thorough  organisation  was  initiated. 

It  would  appear  therefore  that  the  organisation  of  the  chapter  of 
Dunkeld  is  in  some  respects  similar  to  that  of  Glasgow,  which  was  an  early 
erection  and  also  remodelled  in  the  thirteenth  century.  One  interesting 
parallel  which  can,  moreover,  be  drawn  between  these  two  cathedrals  is 
that  there  was  apparently  a tendency  for  early  prebends  to  be  erected 
from  revenues  other  than  those  provided  by  the  annexation  of  parish 
churches.  This  has  already  been  noted  in  the  case  of  Glasgow,  while  at 
Dunkeld,  six  of  the  early  prebends,  Ruffel,  Caputh,  Fongarth,  Craigie, 
Inchmagrannoch  and  Obny  were  all  founded  on  lands  and  not  on  teinds.8 
Again,  the  dean  does  not  appear  to  have  had  any  church  associated  with 
his  prebend  until  after  1236, 9 while  it  was  only  between  1312  x 37  that 
Lagganallochie  was  annexed  to  the  archdeaconry.10  These  strong  parallels 
may  add  validity  to  the  idea  that  a chapter  existed  at  Dunkeld  from  an 
early  date,  although  the  suggestion  must  remain  tentative. 

It  is  only,  however,  by  1274/5  that  any  firm  conclusion  as  to  the  state 
of  the  chapter  of  Dunkeld  can  be  reached.  Bagimond’s  Roll  of  that  date 
lists  four  dignitaries  and  ten  simple  prebends,11  two  of  which  were  ap- 

1 Myln,  Vitae,  5. 

1 S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  73. 

s Book  of  Assumptions,  fo.  306V. 

4 Inchaffray , No.  65. 

• Lib.  S.  Crucis,  App.  ii,  No.  [3;  Coupar  Angus,  No.  29. 

• Inchaffray,  No.  65. 

7 S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  48. 

8 S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  48-9. 

• Myln,  Vitae,  10. 

Ibid.,  13. 

11  S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  48-9,  73-4. 
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parently  those  of  the  sub-dean  and  sub-chanter  who  first  appear  in  1238/ 
while  one  was  probably  held  by  the  archdeacon,  who  did  not  receive  a 
permanent  prebend  until  1312  x 37.2  The  further  development  of  the 
chapter  can  once  again  be  traced  by  recourse  to  Myln,  who  records  the 
state  of  the  chapter  during  the  episcopate  of  Bishop  Browne  (1484-1514-5) 
which  was  then,  as  it  was  at  the  Reformation,  four  dignitaries,  archdeacon, 
sub-dean,  sub-chanter  and  fifteen  canons.3  This  reflects  an  increase  of 
eight  prebends  since  1274/5,  one  of  these  being  accounted  for  by  the 
archdiaconal  prebend  of  1312  x 37.  Of  the  remaining  seven  simple  pre- 
bends, it  is  possible  to  establish  the  approximate  dates  of  the  erection  of 
three  of  these — Aberlady,  Alyth  and  Muckersie.  All  of  these,  according 
to  Myln,4  were  erected  by  Bishop  Thomas  Lauder  (1452-81),  and  this 
appears  to  be  substantiated  by  the  fact  that  all  appear  for  the  first  time 
in  1469.5  Of  the  others,  Lundeiff,  apparently  independent  in  the  mid- 
fifteenth century,  appears  as  a prebend  by  1498. 6 One  other  prebend  can 
be  allotted  to  this  period — that  of  Ferdischaw,  which  was  re-constituted 
by  Bishop  George  Browne  between  1484  and  1506,  the  parsonage  of 
Logiebride  being  added  to  the  original  endowment,  although  no  indication 
is  given  of  the  extent  of  the  original  prebend  or  its  date  of  foundation.7 
Of  the  remaining  additions  made  since  1274 — Fearn  and  Forgandenny, 
both  appear  in  the  fifteenth  century,  the  former  in  14628  and  the  latter  in 
1430,9  but  no  indication  of  their  exact  date  of  erection  is  possible.  Although 
the  evidence  is  slight,  therefore,  the  organisation  of  the  chapter  of  Dunkeld 
cathedral  can  be  adduced  with  a reasonable  amount  of  certainty. 

As  has  been  seen,  the  normal  method  of  endowing  a prebend  was  by 
the  annexation  to  it  of  the  revenues  of  a parish  church.  Exceptions  do, 
however,  exist  and  it  appears  that  at  Dunkeld  and  Glasgow,  where  the 
initial  organisation  took  place  at  an  early  date,  revenues  from  land  or 
other  temporal  sources  frequently  formed  the  initial  endowment.  By  the 
thirteenth  century,  however,  the  annexation  of  a church  to  a prebend  had 
become  the  normal  means  of  endowment,  and  some  of  the  earlier  arrange- 
ments are  evidently  superseded. 

A few  exceptions  do  remain,  however,  and  Barlanark  in  Glasgow,  the 

1 Inchaffray,  No.  65. 

a Myln,  Vitae,  13. 

3 Myln,  Vitae,  1-2,  54-68;  N.L.S.  M.S.,  17,  i,  3-  u.  fo-  73- 

• Myln,  Vitae,  24. 

5 R.M.S.,  ii,  No.  1056. 

• C.P.R.— Letters,  xiii,  526;  Erroll  Charters,  No.  152. 

T Myln,  Vitae,  41-2. 

• C.P.R. — Letters,  xii,  153. 

9 Ibid,  vifi,  204. 
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six  prebends  of  Dunkeld  and  the  prebend  of  the  bishop  of  Moray  which  was 
maintained  from  the  revenues  of  the  lands  of  Fothervais,  continued  to  be 
supported  in  this  manner.1  Nevertheless,  apart  from  these  and  the 
occasional  prebend  supported  from  chapel  or  hospital  revenues,  such  as 
that  of  Unthank,  a prebend  of  Moray,  erected  in  1542  from  the  revenues 
of  the  chapel  of  the  castle  of  Duffus,2  practically  all  the  prebends  of  the 
medieval  Scottish  cathedrals  were  supported  from  the  revenues  of  parish 
churches. 

This  in  itself  did  on  occasions  pose  certain  problems,  since  as  the 
incidence  of  appropriation  rose,  so  too  did  it  become  increasingly  difficult 
to  obtain  parish  churches  to  erect  into  new  prebends.  Recourse  had, 
therefore,  to  be  made  to  the  erection  of  vicarages  into  prebends.  This 
arises  principally  in  the  dioceses  of  Dunblane,  Dunkeld  and  Orkney, 
although  Glasgow  and  Lismore  each  possess  one,  and  Brechin  two,  such 
examples.3  In  Orkney,  the  difficulty  of  finding  prebends  for  the  canons  of 
the  cathedral  was  intensified  by  the  fact  that  all  the  prebends  were  erected 
from  churches  within  Orkney,  and  not  from  Shetland,  while  the  problem 
was  increased  by  the  existence  of  an  exceptionally  large  number  of  mensal 
churches.4  In  these  circumstances,  Bishop  Reid  was  forced  to  utilise 
vicarage,  as  well  as  parsonage,  revenues  in  his  re-erection  of  1544, 5 
although  only  two  prebends — the  archdeacon’s  comprising  the  vicarages 
of  Birsay  and  Harray,  and  that  of  Evie  and  Rendall,  were  solely  composed 
of  vicarage  revenues. 

At  Dunkeld,  the  vicarage  revenues  of  Dunkeld  and  its  subsidiary, 
Little  Dunkeld,  were  utilised  from  an  early  period  as  the  prebend  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  cathedral,6  while  at  a later  date  the  vicarage  revenues  of 
Auchtergavin  were  used  to  supplement  the  prebend  of  Inchmagrannoch,7 
and  the  prebends  of  Aberlady,  Alyth  and  Forgandenny  were  all  erected 
from  vicarage  revenues.8 

1 C.P.R. — Letters,  xiv,  172-4;  N.L.S.  M.S.  17.1.3.  ii,  fo.  73.  (The  prebend  of 
Inchmagrannoch  had  been  augmented,  however,  by  the  union  of  the  vicarage 
of  Auchtergaven — Book  of  Assumptions,  2g6v);  R.E.M.,  No.  69. 

7 Ibid.,  No.  474. 

3 Information  derived  from  the  author’s  unpublished  Edinburgh  Ph.D.  thesis  on 

the  Appropriation  of  Parish  Churches  in  Medieval  Scotland — Appendices 
I and  II. 

4 The  revenues  of  48  Churches  were  involved — unpublished  Ph.D  thesis 

Appendix  II. 

* R.M.S.,  iii.  No.  3102. 

* Book  of  Assumptions,  fo.  297;  Reg.  of  Pres.,  i,  xoov. 

7 Book  of  Assumptions,  fo.  296V. 

* Myln,  Vitae,  24;  Reg.  of  Supplications,  281,  fo.  87V. 
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It  was,  however,  the  bishop  of  Dunblane  who  faced  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  endowing  the  prebends  of  his  cathedral.  A canon  of  Dunblane 
is  mentioned  in  c.  1190,1  but  as  already  noted  the  early  constitution  had 
decayed  before  1237  when,  due  to  the  absence  of  a collegium,  the  Pope 
ordered  certain  remedial  steps  to  be  taken.2  The  plan  which  was  finally 
effected  involved  the  allocation  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  teinds  of  the  parishes 
of  the  diocese  to  the  bishop,  who  in  turn  was  to  assign  portions  for  the 
dean  and  canons.  This  scheme  never  became  fully  effective,  however,  and 
even  if  it  had,  it  is  doubtful  whether  sufficient  provision  would  have  been 
available  to  maintain  a full  chapter.  The  major  difficulty  in  the  diocese 
of  Dunblane  arose  from  the  fact  that  most  of  the  parishes  within  the 
diocese  had  already  been  appropriated.  Arbroath,  Cambuskenneth, 
Inchaffray  and  Lindores  all  held  annexed  churches,  while  the  bishop 
himself  possessed  the  revenues  of  seven  parish  churches,3  which  he  would 
be  unwilling  to  lose  even  in  support  of  his  cathedral  chapter. 

The  problem  was  resolved  as  far  as  the  abbeys  were  concerned  by  a 
series  of  agreements  between  the  bishop  and  themselves.  Arbroath, 
Cambuskenneth,  Inchaffray  and  possibly  Lindores  entered  into  a compact 
by  which  the  quarters  due  from  the  churches  annexed  to  these  houses 
were  remitted  by  the  bishop,  while  the  abbots  of  Arbroath  and  Cambus- 
kenneth became  canons  of  Dunblane  and  the  abbot  of  Inchaffray,  chanter.4 
The  abbot  of  Lindores  may  also  have  become  a canon,  but  this  is  uncertain 
and  cannot  be  taken  into  account.5  Certainly  none  of  the  churches  of  the 
diocese  appropriated  to  any  of  these  houses  are  recorded  as  paying  their 
quarters,  only  five  churches  within  the  diocese  continuing  to  do  so  at  the 
Reformation.6 

Deprived  of  most  methods  of  endowment,  successive  bishops  appear 
to  have  fallen  back  on  the  vicarages  of  already  annexed  churches  as  their 
most  likely  form  of  prebendal  endowment,  and  eventually  three  of  the  four 
dignitaries,  the  archdeacon  and  five  of  the  remaining  eleven  prebends,  of 
which  two  were  held  by  the  abbots  of  Arbroath  and  Cambuskenneth,  were 
maintained  in  this  manner.7 

1 Inchaffray,  No.  1. 

a Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  xci. 

3 Book  of  Assumptions,  285  and  v;  Unpublished  Ph.D.  Thesis — Appendix  II. 

4 Aberbrothoc,  i.  No.  241;  Cambuskenneth,  No.  125;  Inchaffray,  xxxvii-viii. 

5 Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  ccclxxxvi;  C.P.R. — Letters,  ii,  33. 

6 Balquhidder,  Comrie,  Fossoway  and  Tulliallan  whose  quarters  went  to  the 

bishop  and  Tullibole  whose  quarter  went  to  the  dean  (Book  of  Assumptions, 
fos.  285V,  299,  322;  R.S.S.,  lxx,  fo.  5.) 

7 Unpublished  Ph.D.  thesis — Appendices  I and  II. 
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The  actual  process  by  which  the  cathedral  chapter  grew  remains 
obscure,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  four  dignitaries,  the  archdeaconry  and  at 
least  four  prebends  were  in  existence  before  1296. 1 Other  prebends, 
including  a sub-deanery  with  an  annexed  vicarage  of  Muthil,2  gradually 
appear  on  record  in  the  fifteenth  and  early  sixteenth  century,  until  at  the 
Reformation  the  state  of  the  chapter  was  four  dignitaries,  the  archdeacon 
and  eleven  prebends.3  All  doubt  about  the  finality  of  this  verdict  has  been 
removed  by  the  discovery  of  a re-constitution  of  the  chapter  of  Dunblane 
effected  in  1663,  in  which  it  is  recorded  as  ' most  convenient  to  continue 
the  ministers  (of)  these  kirks  who  were  formerly  of  the  chapter  in  the  same 
statioun  degree  and  place  as  they  were  of  old.”4  A comparative  study  of 
the  constitution  recorded  therein,  corresponds  exactly  with  the  position 
built  up  from  other  sources,  with  the  not  unexpected  exception  that  the 
abbots  are  no  longer  included  and  the  state  of  the  chapter  can,  therefore, 
be  taken  as  definitive. 

As  can  be  seen  in  the  case  of  Dunblane,  the  great  religious  houses 
tended  to  dominate  the  scene  in  certain  dioceses,  often  to  the  disadvantage 
of  the  bishop’s  attempts  to  form  a virile  chapter.  No  such  problem  existed, 
however,  in  the  three  northern  dioceses  of  Orkney,  Caithness  and  Ross, 
since  religious  houses  were  virtually  non-existent  within  their  bounds. 
This  fact  probably  goes  far  to  explain  why  every  church  within  these 
dioceses  is  either  a mensal  or  common  church,  or  attached  as  a prebend,  or 
part  of  a prebend,  within  the  cathedral  church. 

The  bishop  of  Orkney  had  no  fewer  than  forty-eight  mensal  churches, 
although  unions  had  considerably  reduced  the  effective  strength  of  that 
number.5  In  Shetland,  moreover,  where  the  bishop  possessed  half  the 
com  teinds  of  most  of  the  churches  and  varying  portions  in  the  rest,6  the 
annexation  was  not  of  the  normal  variety,  rather  mirroring  in  its  details 
similar  arrangements  in  Lismore  and  the  Isles,  but  unlike  these  two 
dioceses  the  benefices  in  Shetland  are  accounted  vicarages,  and  the  churches 
must  be  accordingly  treated  as  mensal  churches.  Apart  from  these  churches 
and  three  which  formed  the  benefice  of  the  archdeacon  of  Shetland,  every 
church  in  the  diocese  was  to  be  utilised  in  the  erection  of  1544. 

A similar  situation  existed  at  Dornoch  and  there  Bishop  Gilbert’s 

1 C.P.R. — Letters,  i,  567. 

4 Reg.  of  Supplications,  626,  fo.  144. 

3 See  Appendix — Dunblane. 

* N.L.S.  M.S.  34.4.8.  (I  am  grateful  to  Mr.  T.  I.  Rae  of  the  National  Library  for 

drawing  my  attention  to  this  document.) 

B Unpublished  Ph.D.  Thesis — Appendices  I and  II. 

* P.S.S.A.,  Vol.  xliv,  304-7. 
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constitution  (?i224  x 44/5)  utilised  as  prebends  all  the  parish  churches  of 
the  diocese  which  were  not  mensal  or  common  churches,  and  so  provided 
for  a chapter  of  four  dignitaries,  an  archdeacon  and  five  other  prebends.1 
This  with  the  addition  of  Assynt  before  1275, 2 and  the  further  addition  of 
the  chaplainries  of  Helmsdale3  and  Kinnald4  as  prebends,  brings  the  total 
to  thirteen  at  the  Reformation. 

An  identical  position  was  also  to  be  achieved  in  Ross.  The  development 
here  cannot  be  fully  traced  for  although  the  bull  of  1255/6  records  in 
detail  the  prebends  of  the  four  dignitaries,  the  archdeacon,  sub-dean, 
sub-chanter  and  the  bishop  as  a canon  within  the  cathedral  of  Fortrose,5 
it  does  not  detail  the  simple  prebends,  although  some  are  obviously  in 
existence.  It  is  not  until  the  fourteenth,  and  in  most  cases  the  fifteenth 
century  that  it  is  definitely  possible  to  identify  most  of  the  prebends, 
although  in  some  cases  an  early  existence  can  be  postulated.  By  the 
beginning  of  the  sixteenth  century  every  parish  church  within  the  diocese 
of  Ross  was  being  utilised  either  for  the  support  of  a prebend  or  the 
common  fund  pertaining  to  the  canons.6  The  only  partial  exception  to  this 
state  of  affairs  was  the  church  of  Avoch,  which  was  appropriated  to 
Kinloss,  but  in  virtue  of  possession  of  which  the  abbot  was  a canon  of 
Ross,  and  from  at  least  1324/5  supported  a staller  in  the  cathedral  of 
Fortrose.7 

Only  one  other  church  within  the  diocese  had  ever  been  annexed  to  a 
religious  house,  that  of  Dingwall  which  was  appropriated  to  the  Priory 
of  Pluscarden.8  This  annexation  was  still  effective  in  1463,  when  in  a 
dispute  between  the  bishop  of  Ross  and  the  Priory  over  this  church,  a 
decision  was  given  in  favour  of  the  latter.9  The  bishop,  however,  evidently 
made  good  his  claim,  and  by  1501  the  church  appears  as  a prebend  of 
Ross,  and  continues  to  do  so  at  the  Reformation.10  Twenty-one  prebends 
involving  thirty-one  churches  are  eventually  recorded,  and  these  with  six 
common  churches  account  for  every  church  in  the  diocese  of  Ross. 

Struggles  between  religious  houses  and  bishops  over  annexed  churches 


1 Bannatyne  Club  Misc.,  iii,  17-21. 

3 S.H.S.  Misc.,  vi,  51,  69. 

s Sutherland  Chs.  cited  Origines,  it,  ii,  622,  731. 

* Origines  Parochiales,  II,  ii,  622. 

8 Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  clxxxii. 

8 See  Appendix — Fortrose;  Unpublished  Ph.D  Thesis — Appendix  II. 

7 Kinloss,  120,  159. 

8 C.P.R. — Letters,  xi,  288. 

9 Dunfermelyn,  No.  468. 

to  R.M.S.,  ii,  No.  3184;  R.S.S.,  iii,  No.  2529;  lb.,  v.  No.  2355. 


SCOTTISH  SECULAR  CATHEDRAL  CHAPTERS 


37 


were  not  uncommon,  but  usually  ended  in  compromise.  In  such  a way  did 
the  abbots  of  Arbroath,  Cambuskenneth  and  Inchaffray  become  canons 
of  Dunblane,  and  the  abbot  of  Kinloss,  a canon  of  Ross.  Agreements  also 
took  place  in  the  diocese  of  Aberdeen  over  Deer  in  12561  and  Ellon  in 
1328,2  but  in  these  cases  the  provision  of  a prebend  from  the  fruits  of  these 
churches  appears  to  have  been  the  intention,  rather  than  the  establishment 
of  the  abbots  of  Deer  and  Kinloss  as  canons  of  Aberdeen  cathedral.  On 
the  other  hand  the  abbot  of  Scone  was  undoubtedly  a canon  of  Dornoch 
cathedral.  This  fact  was  recognised  in  Bishop  Gilbert’s  constitution 
(?I224  x 44/5),  the  church  of  Kildonan  which  had  been  granted  to  Scone 
between  1164  and  1225  being  recognised  as  the  abbot’s  prebend.3  The 
abbot  appears  in  person  to  have  held  the  prebend  as  late  as  1371, 4 but  by 
14475  had  evidently  relinquished  his  personal  right  to  the  prebend,  and 
was  instead  exercising  the  right  of  patronage  with  a possible  reservation 
on  the  fruits.  The  prebend  continued  to  be  held  in  this  way  until  1556, 6 
when,  following  its  resignation  into  the  hands  of  the  commendator  of 
Scone,  the  prior  of  Scone  is  found  in  possession  of  the  prebend.7 

In  the  case  of  the  abbot  of  Inchaffray,  the  abbot  also  became  one  of  the 
dignitaries  of  the  cathedral  of  Dunblane,8  and  this  situation  appears  to 
have  been  originally  paralleled  in  the  see  of  Lismore,  as  it  is  recorded  in 
1425  that  a late  prior  of  Ardchattan  had  obtained  the  church  of  St.  Bean 
in  Lower  Lorn  in  exchange  for  the  chantership  of  Lismore  previously  held 
by  the  priory.9  This  church,  it  is  stated  in  1395,  had  been  held  for  twenty- 
four  years,  so  this  transaction  must  have  occurred  about  1371. 10  Whether 
the  priors  of  Ardchattan  continued  as  simple  canons  is  not  definitely 
ascertainable  but  it  is  more  than  likely  that  they  did. 

As  to  with  whom  this  exchange  took  place  there  is  no  apparent  answer, 
but  laymen  were  undoubtedly  involved  as  the  chantership,  like  all  the 
other  dignitaries  of  Lismore,  continued  within  lay  patronage.  11  The 
organisation  of  Lismore  cathedral  chapter  does,  in  the  main  defy  definition, 

1 R.E.A.,  ii,  40. 

* Ibid.,  i,  48-50;  ii,  252. 

* Bannatyne  Club  Misc.,  iii,  19. 

* Scon,  Nos.  162,  181. 

6 Reg.  of  Supplications,  415,  fo.  isv. 

* G.R.H.  Chs.  No.  1679. 

1 Reg.  of  Presentations,  i,  fo.  140V. 

8 Inchaffray,  xxxvii-viii;  Theiner,  Vetera  Monumenta,  No.  ccclv. 

* Scottish  Supplications  to  Rome,  ii,  112. 

10  C.P.R. — Petitions,  i,  584. 

11  Re£-  of  Supplications,  447,  fo.  273;  448,  fo.  2o6v;  Breadalbane  Chs.,  cited 

Ortgines  Parochiales,  ii,  1,  161. 
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none  of  the  normal  classes  of  information  being  available  in  this  case.  A 
reasonably  complete  picture  can  be  built  up,  however,  from  various  sources. 

The  four  dignitaries  appear  to  have  been  maintained  from  the 
quartered  teinds  of  Lismore  parish,1  the  dean  possessing  the  vicarage  as 
his  prebend,2  while  the  archdeacon  possessed  the  quarter  teinds  of  the 
neighbouring  island  of  Elanmunde.3  Moreover,  notice  has  been  found  of 
seven  simple  prebends,  one  of  which — Kilchousland — definitely  ceases  to 
be  such,  two — Kilmore  and  Kilcolmkill — remain  doubtful,  while  four — 
Glassary,  Kilberry,  Kilmartin  and  Kilmodan — definitely  remain  in 
existence  at  the  Reformation.4  The  total  number  of  prebends  must, 
therefore,  remain  in  doubt,  but  there  were  certainly  nine  prebends  with 
another  two  probable  prebends,  and  if  the  prior  of  Ardchattan  continued 
as  a canon,  twelve  prebends  is  a possible  total.  An  added  complication  is, 
however,  the  existence  of  prebends  “ad  vitam’’,  and  it  is  possible  that 
Lismore  may  be  a Scottish  equivalent  of  the  Irish  diocese  of  Cloyne,  in 
which  there  was  “no  fixed  number  of  canons”.5 

The  erection  of  prebends  “ ad  vitam  ” is  an  interesting  and  neglected 
subject.  It  is  this  practice  of  erecting  prebends  for  the  lifetime  of  an 
incumbent  which  apparently  explains  inconsistencies  in  lists  of  prebends. 
The  cases  of  Meams  and  Baldernock  in  Glasgow  have  already  been 
examined,  but  cases  occur  in  other  dioceses  also.  Tough  appears  as  a 
prebend  of  Aberdeen  in  1438, 6 while  at  Lismore  the  church  of  Knoydart 
was  erected  by  papal  bull  on  29th  May,  1506,  “ in  canonicatum  et  pre- 
bendam  ad  vitam.”7 

In  other  instances  it  was  the  bishop  who  took  the  initiative  in  the 
erection  of  a temporary  prebend,  provision  for  its  maintenance  being 
made  out  of  the  bishop’s  mensal  revenues.  Thus  at  Aberdeen,  the  bishop 
in  January  1436/7  created  one  John  de  Clat,  a canon,  and  assigned  to 
him  by  way  of  a prebend,  his  lands  of  Cloveth  Episcopi  with  the  teind 
sheaves  of  the  two  Cloethii  belonging  to  the  commons  until  he  should  be 
provided  with  the  fruits  of  a richer  benefice.8  Frequently,  however,  it 
was  the  revenues  of  mensal  churches  which  were  utilised  in  the  creation 
of  additional  prebends.  At  Aberdeen,  the  bishop’s  mensal  church  of 

1 Origines  Parochiales,  ii,  1,  161,  165-6 

3 Ibid,.,  ii,  1,  159. 

8 Argyle  Inventory,  cited  Origines  Parochiales,  ii,  I,  170. 

4 See  Appendix — Lismore;  Unpublished  Ph.D.  Thesis — Appendix  I. 

* C.P.R. — Letters,  xiv,  67. 

* Scottish  Benefices,  232-3,  264. 

r P.R.O.  31/9 — 31,  Diversorum,  Julius  II  (1503-12),  fo.  176. 

* Reg.  of  Supplications,  318,  fo.  140 
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Fettemeir  was  evidently  frequently  granted  as  a prebend  “ ad  vitam 
and  appears  in  1511  under  the  title  of  “ extra  ecclesiam  beneficia,”  as 
“ Rectoria  de  Fethimeir  beneficium  ad  tempus  et  est  de  proprietate 
episcopi.”1 

Likewise  at  Elgin,  the  bishop’s  mensal  church  of  Dalarossie  appears 
as  a prebend  in  the  sixteenth  century,2  while  at  an  earlier  date  the  fruits 
of  Gartly,  although  assigned  to  the  bishop’s  mensa  by  Bishop  Richard 
(1187x1203),  were  granted  by  that  bishop  to  his  clerk,  whom  the  next 
but  one  bishop,  Andrew  de  Moravia  (1222-42),  made  a canon  in  his  cathe- 
dral with  this  church  as  a prebend  on  condition  that  it  reverted  to  the 
bishop’s  table  on  the  holder’s  death.3  This  it  evidently  did,4  but  the 
strong  possibility  obviously  existed  that  such  supernumerary  prebends 
might  achieve  permanent  status.  Such  a case  did  occur  at  Elgin  itself, 
where  the  church  of  Kincardin  granted,  apparently  ineffectively,  as  a 
common  church  in  12395  was  held  in  1328  by  a canon  of  Moray,6  and  by 
1537  had  achieved  the  status  of  a permanent  prebend.7  This  fact  is  not 
only  important  in  itself,  but  also  effects  a radical  change  in  the  view  that 
the  constitution  of  Elgin  cathedral  effected  by  Brice  and  Andrew,  bishops 
of  Moray  between  1208  and  1242,  with  the  addition  of  Unthank  in  1542 
which  accounted  for  twenty-four  prebends  in  all,  defined  the  state  of  the 
chapter,  since  twenty-five  prebends  are  now  known  to  have  existed. 

Not  only  were  new  prebends  being  constantly  added  to  chapters  however, 
but  a contrary  tendency  was  also  at  work,  and  prebends  occasionally 
lapsed  or  were  extinguished.  Guthrie  in  the  cathedral  of  Brechin  was  ex- 
tinguished on  the  erection  of  the  Collegiate  Church  of  Guthrie,8  while  at 
Dunkeld,  Bishop  Browne  restored  the  decayed  hospital  prebend  of 
Ferdischaw.9  At  least  two  of  the  original  prebends  of  Glasgow  disappeared 
or  were  replaced  by  more  substantial  erections,10  and  similar  processes 
no  doubt  took  place  elsewhere. 

The  classic  instance  of  a decayed  constitution  is,  however,  Kirkwall, 
where  in  1544  a re-constitution  of  the  chapter  had  to  take  place  on  the 

1 R.E.A.,  ii,  380;  R.S.S.,  lxvi,  fo.  29. 

* R.E.M.,  xxiii;  cf.  Book  of  Assumptions,  fo.  400. 

* C.P.R. — Letters,  i,  324. 

4 R.E.M.,  No.  35;  R.S.S.,  lxiii,  fo.  147. 

* R.E.M.,  No.  41. 

* It  does  not,  however,  appear  to  have  been  the  canon’s  prebend  (C  P R — Letters 

ii,  284.) 

T R.S.S.,  ii.  No.  2412;  Erroll  Chs. — 6th  Jan.,  1568/9. 

8 C.P.R. — Letters,  xiii,  137-9;  Rolment  of  Courtis,  ii,  47. 

® Myln,  Vitae,  41-2. 

10  R.E.G.,  Nos.  28,  320. 
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grounds  ‘ ' that  only  six  canons  and  as  many  chaplains  . . . were  known 
hitherto  to  be  erected  within  the  same  . . . and  what  pertained  by  the 
foundation  to  each  of  them  neither  is  known  nor  appears  by  writings.”1 
Six  canons  certainly  appear  in  1544,  as  do  also  in  1539.2  Only  in  four 
cases,  however,  do  their  prebends  correspond,  and  the  inference  must  be 
that  either  two  prebends  had  disappeared  within  five  years  or  else  that 
Bishop  Reid’s  assertion  in  1544  is  not  completely  reliable.  The  latter 
possibility  is  given  strength  by  the  fact  that  no  fewer  than  eight  prebends 
appear  in  the  sixteenth  century,  while  the  archdeacon’s  prebend,  com- 
prising the  vicarages  of  Birsay  and  Harray,  also  appears  to  have  been 
in  existence.3 

Certain  prebends  might  well  have  decayed  however,  as  the  prebends 
of  Kirkwall-St.  Ola4  and  Stronsay-Lady5  appear  in  the  fifteenth,  but  not 
in  the  sixteenth  century.  Stranger  still,  while  the  archdeacon  of  Shetland 
appears  to  have  had  a place  in  the  chapter  in  1429, 6 no  provision  was 
made  for  him  in  1544, 7 although  the  archdiaconal  benefice  continued  to 
be  supported  by  the  annexed  churches  of  Tingwall,  Whiteness  and 
Weisdale.8  All  in  all,  although  only  six  canons  are  listed  in  1544,  at  least 
nine  prebends  were  then  possibly  in  existence,  while  in  the  previous 
century  as  many  as  twelve  prebends  have  been  identified. 

With  the  possibility  that  even  a sixteenth  century  bishop  was  unsure 
of  the  state  of  his  cathedral  chapter,  this  survey  must  end.  The  con- 
clusions reached  must  remain  tentative  since  the  evidence  available  is  of 
a fragmentary  nature.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  any  idea  of  a fixed 
state  of  cathedral  chapter  organisation  must  be  rejected,  and  its  place 
must  be  taken  by  the  idea  of  a fluid  institution  which  was  constantly 
changing.  The  dual  processes  of  construction  and  decay  were  ever  at 
work,  and  due  to  these  factors  the  written  constitution  of  any  cathedral 
must  be  looked  upon  as  a guide  and  not  as  an  absolute. 

1 R.E.O.,  363. 

3 Ibid.;  P.S.S.A.,  Vol.  xvi,  195. 

3 See  Appendix — Kirkwall.  All  the  prebends  with  the  exception  of  Kirkwall — 

St.  Ola,  Stronsay — Lady  and  Tingwall  appear  in  the  16th  Century  (Unpub- 
blished  Ph.D.  Thesis — Appendix  I). 

4 Reg.  of  Supplications,  547,  fo.  150. 

5 Ibid.,  372,  fo.  6iv. 

* Ibid.,  249,  fo.  31. 

T R.M.S.,  iii,  No.  3102. 

8 P.S.S.A.,  Vol.  xliv,  304. 
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The  following  lists  of  prebends  within  the  Scottish  secular  cathedrals 
must  be  regarded  as  provisional,  but  as  no  such  lists  appear  to  exist,  it 
has  been  felt  desirable  to  present  them  here,  in  order  that  they  might 
provide  a basis  for  future  research  into  this  subject.  In  each  case  the 
date  following  the  name  of  the  prebend  is  either  the  date  of  foundation 
or  the  earliest  date  at  which  the  prebend  appears.  In  this  latter  instance 
the  date  will  be  preceded  by  a cross  (e.g.  X1450),  indicating  that  the 
prebend  was  founded  before  the  stated  date,  while  where  two  dates 
appear  these  are  the  limiting  dates  within  which  the  erection  took  place. 

The  prebends  annexed  to  the  canonries  held  by  dignitaries,  sub-deans, 
sub-chanters  and  archdeacons  are  indicated,  but  it  must  be  stressed  that 
the  date  given  is  that  in  which  the  prebend  first  appears,  and  for  the 
first  appearance  of  an  office  itself,  reference  should  be  made  to  the  Fasti 
Ecclesiae  Scoticanae  Medii  Aevi  (ed.  D.  E.  R.  Watt).  My  thanks  are  also 
due  to  Dr.  Watt,  and  to  several  contributors  to  the  Fasti,  for  their 
generosity  in  allowing  me  to  utilise  references  from  that  work. 

Aberdeen — 30  Prebends 

Aberdeen — St.  Machar  (Dean — X1256 — R.E.A.,  II,  39). 

Aberdeen — St.  Nicholas  (X1256 — lb.,  II,  40). 

Aberdeen — Spittal  (Sub-chanter — 1427  X1560 — lb.,  I,  226-7; 

Assumptions,  379V). 

Aberdour  (1318  X1420 — R.E.A.,  II,  252.,  S.S.R.,  I,  218-9). 

Auchterless  (Chanter — X1256 — R.E.A.,  II,  39). 

Banchory  Devinick  (X1256.  Ib.  II  40). 

Belhelvie  (XI256 — Ib.,  II,  40). 

Birse  (Chancellor  X1256 — Ib.,  II,  39). 

Clatt,  (X1256— Ib.,  II,  40). 

Colstone  (1424x30 —Ib.,  II,  253;  C.P.L.,  VII,  150). 

Crimond  (1262  X1420 — R.E.A.,  I,  210-n;  II,  252). 

Cruden  (X1256— Ib.,  II,  40). 

Dalmayock  (1368 — Ib.,  II,  253). 

Daviot  (Treasurer — X1256 — Ib.,  II,  39). 

Deer  (1219  X56 — Ib.,  II,  40). 

Ellon  (1328— Ib.,  I,  48-50;  II,  252). 

Forbes  (1325  xzg—Ib.,  II,  252;  C.P.L.,  II,  299). 

Invemochtie  (1356 —R.E.A.,  I,  82-3,  89;  II,  252-3). 

Kincardine  O’Neil  (1330 —Ib.,  I,  51,  64-5;  II,  252). 

Kinkell  (1420 — Ib.,  II,  253). 

Lonmay  (1314  xi4o 7—Ib.,  II,  107,  252;  C.P.P.,  I,  601). 
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Methlick  (1362—  R.E.A.,  I,  93,  112-3;  H,  252-3). 

Monymusk  (1437  X45— lb.,  II.,  65,  152,  253). 

Mortlach  (XI256 — lb.,  II,  40). 

Oyne  (X1256 — lb.,  II,  40). 

Philorth  (1361/2  X1437— lb.,  I,  99-101;  II,  252-3;  Reg.  Av.,  233, 
fo.  308V). 

Rathven  (1445 — lb.,  II,  253;  Reg.  Supp.,  416,  fo.  213). 

Rayne  (Archdeacon — X1256—  R.E.A.,  II,  40). 

Tullynestle  (1376— /*.,  I,  119;  II,  252-3). 

Turriff  (1412— lb.,  I,  213-4;  II,  253). 

Brechin — 14  Prebends 

Brechin  (1372  X1435 — R.E.B.,  Nos.  15,  XXIV;  C.P.L.,  IX,  247). 
Brechin — vicarage  (X1372,  R.E.B.,  Nos.  15;  C.P.L.,  VII,  242). 

Brechin — pensionary  (X1372 — R.E.B.,  Nos.  15,  CCLXXIX). 

Buttergill  (X1372 — lb.,  Nos.  15). 

Cookston  (Sub-dean — X1560 — R.M.S.,  VI,  No.  1730). 

Famell  (Dean — X1560 — Reg.  of  Pres.,  II,  fo.  62V). 

Finaven  (1474 — R.E.B.,  Nos.  94). 

Glenbervie  (1422 — S.S.R.,  1, 305;  G.R.H.  Vat  Trans. — Petitions,  No.  24) 
(Guthrie — X1372 — c.  1479 — R-E.B.,  Nos.  15,  C.P.L.,  XIII,  137-9). 
Kilmoir  (X1274 — S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  69;  R.E.B.,  Nos.  15). 

Lethnot  (1384/5 — lb.,  Nos.  17,  47). 

Navar  (Chancellor — X1274 — S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  52). 

Stracathro  (Chanter — XI274 — lb.,  VI,  52). 

Strachan  (Archdeacon — X1274 — lb.,  VI,  52). 

Treasurer’s  prebend  (?  Glenbervie  X1274 — S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  52, 
c.f.  S.S.R.,  I,  305). 

Dornoch — 13  Prebends 

Assynt  (1224/45  X1275 — Bann.  Misc.,  Ill,  17-21;  S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI, 

5U  69).  < 

Bower  and  Watten  (Archdeacon — 1224  X45 — Bann.  Misc.,  Ill,  19). 
Cannisbay  (1224  X45 — lb.,  Ill,  19). 

Clyne  (Dean — 1224  X45 — lb.,  Ill,  18). 

Creich  (Chanter — 1224  X45 — lb.  Ill,  18). 

Dunnet  (1224  X45 — lb.,  Ill,  19). 

Episcopal  prebend  (1224  X45 — lb..  Ill,  17-18). 

Helmsdale  (X1558 — Sutherland  Chs.,  cited  Origines,  II,  n,  622,  731). 
Kildonan  (1224  X45 — Bann.  Misc.,  Ill,  19). 

Kinnald  (X1560 — Origines,  II,  11,  622). 

Lairg  (Treasurer — 1224  X45 — Bann.  Misc.,  Ill,  18). 
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Oirig  (1224  X45— lb.,  Ill,  19). 

Rogart  (Chancellor — 1224  X45 — lb.,  Ill,  18). 

Dunblane — 16  Prebends 
Aberfoyle  (X1500 — R.S.S.,  I,  No.  595). 

Abemethy  (Abbot  of  Arbroath,  c.  1239 — Aberbrothoc,  I,  No.  241). 
Abemethy— vicarage  (1427  X65— S.S.R.,  II,  172;  Reg.  Supp.  587, 
fo.  227V). 

Balquhidder  (X1432 — C.P.L.,  VIII,  453). 

Chanter’s  prebend  (Abbot  of  Inchaffray,  c.  1239/40 — Inchaffray 
XXXVII). 

Comrie  (X1476 — Records  of  Stirling,  259). 

Dunblane  (Dean — X1560 — Assumptions,  32iv). 

Findogask  (Archdeacon— 1266  X1358— Inchaffray,  No.  CXXXII,  App. 
No.  IV). 

Glendevon  (X1504—  R.S.S.,  I,  No.  1057). 

Kilmadock  (Chancellor — X1429 — Scottish  Benefices,  98). 

Kincardine  (Abbot  of  Cambuskenneth,  1239/40 — Cambuskenneth 
No.  125). 

Kippen  (1238 —Lib.  Ins.  Missarum,  XXIX-XXXII). 

Logie  Atheron  (X1430 — Reg.  Supp.  255,  fo.  7iv). 

Monzie  (X1512— R.S.S.,  I,  No.  2390). 

Muthil  (Sub  dean — X1468 — Reg.  Supp.  626,  fo.  144). 

Strogeith  (Treasurer— X1560— N.L.S.  MS.,  34.4.8.). 

Dunkeld — 22  Prebends 

Aberlady  (1452  X69— Myln,  Vitae,  24,  R.M.S.,  II,  No.  1056). 

Alyth  (1452  X69— Myln,  Vitae,  24;  R.M.S.,  II,  No.  1056). 

Caputh  (X1274— S.H.S.,  Misc.,  VI,  48). 

Clunie  and  Inchaiden  (Dean— 1236  x49— Myln,  Vitae,  10;  S.H.S. 

Misc.,  VI,  73). 

Craigie  (X1274— lb.,  49). 

Crieff  (1236  X49— Myln,  Vitae,  10;  S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  49) 

Feam  (1274  X1462 ~Ib.,  VI,  48,  72;  C.P.L.,  XII,  r53). 

Ferdischaw  (1484  X1506— Myln,  Vitae,  41-2). 

Fongarth  (XI274— S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  48). 

Forgandenny  (X1430— C.P.L.,  VIII,  204). 

Inchmagrannoch  (X1274— S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  49). 

Kinclaven  (Chanter — X1260 — Cambuskenneth,  No.  184). 

Lagganallachie  and  Tealing  (Archdeacon— 1312  X37— Myln,  Vitae  ir 
Reg.  of  Supplications,  386,  fo.  40).  ' 

Lethendy  (Chancellor — X1560 — Assumptions,  294V). 
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Little  Dunkeld  (Treasurer  X1560 — Reg.  of  Pres.,  I,  ioov). 

Lundeiff  (X1498 — Errol  Chs.,  No.  152). 

Menmuir  (XI274 — S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  49). 

Moneydie  (X1274 — lb.,  VI,  47,  49). 

Muckersie  (1452  X69— Myln,  Vitae,  24;  R.M.S.,  II,  No.  1056). 

Obny  (Sub-dean — X1274 — S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  49). 

Rattray  (Sub-chanter— ? 1147  X69;  1274— Myln,  Vitae,  5;  S.H.S.  Misc., 
VI,  73)- 

Ruffel  (X1274 — S.H.S.  Misc.,  VI,  48). 

Elgin — 25  Prebends 

Aberlour  and  Botriphnie  (1224  *26 — R.E.M.,  Nos.,  31,  61,  67,  69). 
Advie  and  Cromdale  (1226 — lb.,  No.  69). 

Alves  and  Lhanbryde  (Chanter — 1208  X15 — lb.,  No.  46). 

Ardclach  and  Rafford  (Sub-chanter — 1226 — lb.,  No.  69). 

Auldearn  (Dean — 1208  X15 — lb.,  No.  46). 

Botarie  and  Elchies  (1203  X22 — lb.,  No.  69). 

Brachlie  and  Petty  (c.  1224 — Nos.  61,  67,  69). 

Croy  and  Lunan  (1226 — lb.,  Nos.  31,  68). 

Dallas  (Sub-dean — 1224  X26 — lb.,  No.  69). 

Dipple  and  Ruthven  (1208  X15 — lb.,  Nos.  46-7). 

Duffus  (1224  X37 — lb.,  Nos,  81,  121). 

Dunbennan  and  Kinnoir  (c.  1222 — lb.,  Nos.  55,  60-1,  69). 

Duthil  (1224  X42 — lb.,  No.  81). 

Edinkillie  and  Forres  (Archdeacon — 1208  X15 — lb.,  No.  46). 

Elgin  (1222  X42 — lb.,  Nos.  81,  133). 

Essil  and  Kinnedar  (Treasurer — 1208  X15 — lb.,  No.  46). 

Fothervais  (Chancellor  (-1226)  — 1208  X15 — lb.,  Nos.  46,  69). 

Insh  and  Kingussie  (1226 — lb.,  No.  68). 

Inveravon  and  Urquhart  (Chancellor  (1226);  — 1208  X15 — lb.,  Nos. 

46,  50). 

Inverkeithny  (1222  X26 — lb.,  No.  69). 

Kincardine  (X1537 — R.S.S.,  II,  No.  2412). 

Moy  (c.  1222 — R.E.M.,  Nos.  55,  61,  69). 

Rhynie  (1226 — lb.,  Nos.  35,  69). 

Spynie  and  Kintray  (1208  X15 — lb.,  Nos.  46,  81). 

Unthank  (1542 — lb.,  No.  474). 

Fortrose — 21  Prebends 

Alness  (x  1445 — Reg.  Supp.,  402,  fo.  8iv). 

Ardersier  and  Kilmuir  Wester  (Dean— 1255/6— Theiner,  Vet.  Mon., 
No.  CLXXXII). 
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Avoch  (x  1324/5 — Kinloss,  120). 

Contin  (x  1344 — C.P.L.,  III,  183). 

Cullicudden  (x  1378 — S.R.O.  Trans,  from  the  Vatican,  I,  No.  38). 
Dingwall  (1468  x 1501 — Dunfermelyn,  No.  468;  R.M.S.,  II,  No.  3184). 
Edderton  and  Tain  (Sub-dean — 1255/6 — Theiner,  Vet.  Mon.,  No. 
CLXXXII). 

Fodderty  and  Killeaman  (Archdeacon — 1236  x 8 — lb.,  Nos.  LXXX, 
XCVII,  CLXXXII). 

Inverferan  and  Urray  (Sub-chanter — 1255/6 — lb.,  No.  CLXXXII). 
Kilchrist  (x  1560 — R.S.S.,  LI,  fo.  90). 

Kilmorack  (Chancellor/Chanter — 1256  x 1560 — Theiner,  Vet.  Mon., 
No.  CLXXXII;  Lords  Appeal  Cases  (1814)  X,  637). 

Kilmuir  Easter  (x  1457/8 — C.P.L.,  XI,  334). 

Kilteam  (x  1445 — Scottish  Benefices,  236). 

Kincardine  (x  1440 — C.P.L.,  IX,  144). 

Kinnettes  and  Suddy  (Chanter/Chancellor — 1255/6 — Theiner,  Vet.  Mon., 
No.  CLXXXII;  Lords  Appeal  Cases  (1814)  x,  637). 

Kirkmichael  (x  1429 — C.P.L.,  VIII,  153). 

Lemlair  (?  1255/6  x 1419 — Theiner,  Vet.  Mon.,  Nos,  LXXX,  XCVII, 
CLXXXII;  S.S.R.,  I,  70-1). 

Logie  Easter  (x  1363 — C.P.P.,  I,  401). 

Logie  Wester  and  Urquhart  (Treasurer — 1255/6 — Theiner,  Vet.  Mon., 
Nos.  LXXX,  XCVII,  CLXXXII). 

Newnakle  and  Roskeen  (x  1362 — C.P.L.,  IV,  30). 

Nigg  and  Tarbat  (1255/6— Theiner,  Vet.  Mon.,  No.  CLXXXII). 

Glasgow — 32  Prebends 

Ancrum  (1216  x 1401— R.E.G.,  Nos.  111,  320). 

Ashkirk  (1216  x 1390 — lb.,  No.  111;  C.P.P.,  I,  574). 

Ayr  (x  1327—  R.E.G.,  No.  276). 

Barlanark  ( — 1118  x 47 — lb.,  No.  28). 

Cadder  and  Monkland  (Sub-dean— x 1350 — C.P.P.,  I,  201). 

Cambuslang  (1429—  R.E.G.,  No.  335). 

Campsie  (Chancellor— 1208  x 66 —lb.,  Nos.  101-3;  Calchou,  No.  229) 
Cardross  (1208  x 1371 —R.E.G.,  No.  108;  C.P.P.,  I,  583;  Reg.  Av 
175.  fo.  438). 

Camwarth  (Treasurer — 1185  x 7 — R.E.G.,  No.  53). 

Carstairs  (1216  x 1401— lb.,  Nos.  in,  320). 

Cumnock  (1401  x 53—  R.E.G.,  Nos.  320,  342;  Munimenta  Alme  Univ. 
Glasg.,  II,  61). 

Douglas  (1401  x 60—  R.E.G.,  Nos.  320,  342). 
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Durisdeer  (Sub-chanter  (post  1455-60 —C.P.L.,  XII,  800;  XIII,  628) 
—Prebend  x 1375— Reg.  Av.  198,  fo.  367). 

Eaglesham  (c.  1430—  R.E.G.,  No.  340). 

Eddleston  (x  1233— Keith,  Scottish  Bishops,  238;  C.P.P.,  I,  590). 
Erskine  (1227  x 1358—  R.E.G.,  No.  143;  C.P.P.,  I,  324). 

Glasgow  Primo  ( — 1118  x 47 — R.E.G.,  No.  28). 

Glasgow  Secundo  (x  c.  1379— C.P.P.,  I,  584;  R.E.G.,  No.  320). 

Govan  (1147  x 64 — lb.,  Nos.  6-7,  28). 

Hamilton  (Dean — 1124  x 53 — lb.,  Nos.  8,  28). 

Kilbride  (Chanter — x 1417 — lb.,  No.  328). 

Killearn  (c.  1430 — R.E.G.,  No.  340). 

Kirkmahoe  (1429 — lb.,  No.  336). 

Luss  (c.  1430 — lb.,  No.  340). 

Moffat  (1216  x 1401 — lb.,  Nos.  in,  320). 

Morebattle  (Archdeacon  of  Teviotdale — 1216  x 28 — R.E.G.,  Nos. 
hi,  147). 

Old  Roxburgh  (1216  x 1305 — lb.,  No.  in,  C.P.L.,  II,  8-9). 

Peebles  and  Manor  (Archdeacon  of  Glasgow — 1216  x 56 — R.E.G.,  Nos. 
hi,  204). 

(Polmadie — 1427/8 — 1453/4 — lb.  No.  338;  C.P.L.  X,  623-4). 

Renfrew  ( — 1118  x 47 — R.E.G.,  Nos.  28,  66). 

Sanquhar  (1401  x 60 — lb..  Nos.  320,  342). 

Stobo  (1216  x 1349 — lb.,  No.  in;  C.P.L. , III,  243-4). 

Tarbolton  (c.  1430 — R.E.G.,  No.  340). 

Kirkwall  (Pre-1544  Constitution) — 12  (?)  Prebends 

Birsay  and  Harray  (x  1448 — R.M.S.,  III,  No.  3102;  C.P.L.,  X,  194). 
Burray  and  S.  Ronaldsay  (x  1488 — R.E.O.,  198.  Reg.  Supp.  368,  fo. 
H5v). 

Hoy  (x  1539 — P.S.S.A.,  Vol.  XVI,  195). 

Kirkwall — St.  Ola  (x  1461 — Reg.  Supp.  547,  fo.  150). 

Orphir  (x  1440 — lb.,  368,  n5v). 

Sanday — Cross*  (x  1531 — R.E.O.,  215). 

Sanday — Lady  (x  1539 — P.S.S.A.,  Vol.  XVI,  195). 

Sanday — St.  Colmes  (x  1531 — R.E.O.,  215). 

Stronsay — Lady  (x  1441 — Reg.  Supp.  372,  fo.  61  v). 

Stronsay — St.  Nicholas  (x  1429 — lb.,  249,  fo.  31). 

Tingwall,  Whiteness  and  Weisdale  (x  1429 — lb.,  249,  fo.  31;  cf. 

P.S.S.A.,  Vol.  XLIV,  304). 

Westray — Cross  ( X1441 — Reg.  Supp.  372,  fo.  62). 

* An  undesignated  prebend  of  Sanday  appears  in  1428  ( S.S.R. , II, 

209-10,  217). 
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Kirkwall  (1544  Constitution) — 15  Prebends 
(R.M.S.,  III,  No.  3102). 


Birsay  and  Harray  (Archdeacon  of  Orkney). 

Burray  and  S.  Ronaldsay  (Provost). 

Hoy  (Sub-dean).  Kirkwall — St.  Ola. 

Orphir  (Chanter).  St.  Catherine. 

St.  Duthac.  St.  John  the  Evangelist. 

St.  Lawrence.  St.  Magnus. 

St.  Mary.  Sanday — Cross. 

Sanday — Lady  (Chancellor)  Sanday — St.  Colmes  (Sub-chanter). 

Stronsay — St.  Nicholas  (Treasurer). 


Lismore — 9-12  (?)  Prebends 

Elanmund  (Archdeacon — Argyle  Inventory,  cited  Origines,  II,  1,  170). 
Glassary  (x  1420 — Reg.  Supp.  280,  fo.  109;  S.S.R.,  I,  173;  C.P.L., 

VIII,  496-7)- 

Kilberry  ( X1423— S.S.R.,  II,  178;  C.P.L.,  VII,  266). 

(Kilchousland  — c.  1428— x 150 8—S.S.R.,  II,  188-9,  II,  No. 

3208). 

(?)  Kilcolmkill  (c.  1382 — Diplomatarium  Norvegicum,  VII,  No.  313  ; 
C.P.L.,  IX,  13). 

Kilmartin  (x  1443— Reg.  Supp.  394,  fo.  6s). 

Kilmodan  (x  1425 —C.P.L.,  VII,  378). 

(?)  Kilmore  (1380 — Highland  Papers,  IV,  137-8). 

Lismore — four  dignitaries  (x  1560 — Origines,  II  1,  159,  161,  165-6). 
(?)  Prior  of  Ardchattan  ( C.P.P. , I,  584;  S.S.R.,  II,  112). 


